
he Germantown Historic District is   
one of Nashville's most architecturally 

heterogeneous neighborhoods, containing 
a wide variety of styles and types of structures
built between 1820 and 1920. Because Germans 
of all economic levels lived side by side, large
brick town houses stand next to modest worker's
cottages, clearly illustrating Germantown's
binding ethnicity and economic diversity.
Enhanced by wrought iron fences, brick 

sidewalks, and a magni�cent view of the
Tennessee State Capitol Building and 

downtown Nashville, this neighbor-
hood continues to be a pleasant 

place in which to live.

hroughout its history, the area north  
of Je�erson Street has been called 

North Nashville, Germantown and Butchertown.
Originally granted to James McGavock in
recognition of his service in the Revolutionary
War, this land was platted as a subdivision in 
1848 and incorporated into the Nashville 
city limits in 1865.

orth Nashville's greatest period of growth 
occurred during the 1870’s, when it

became the focus of German immigration in
Tennessee. Germantown became the home of
skilled tradesmen and business people, many
becoming prominent Nashville citizens. Area
churches - centers of community social life - aided
the assimilation of immigrants into local society.
Several conducted their services in German and
the Church of the Assumption also provided a
German school for its parishioners.

lthough most residents worked down
town, butchering in backyard slaughter-

houses was common, earning the area's nickname
of “Butchertown.”  Many successful businessmen - 

notably Henry Neuho�, James Petre and 
George Jacobs - began in this cottage trade.

With the advent of refrigeration in the 
early 20th century, some cottage 

tradesmen consolidated their 
operations, forming packing 

houses such as Baltz Brothers 
Packing Company.

he neighborhood began to change as the 
packing houses grew larger and because 

of changes in public attitude toward German
culture as a result of World War I. As original
owners moved out, much of the area became 
rental property. Once carefully maintained houses 
fell into disrepair. The large town houses were
often divided into apartments or converted to
boarding houses. Despite poor maintenance,
thoughtless demolition and an unsympathetic
“industrial” zoning classi�cation, a large per-
centage of these structures survived together 
with their striking architectural details 
and sound construction.

parked by renovation projects at the 
Church of the Assumption and the 

Monroe Street United Methodist Church, 
and Germantown's listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places (1979), the neigh-
borhood began its slow path to revitalization.
Many structures have been renovated and 
others are in progress, helping to return
Germantown to its rightful place as a wonder-
ful neighborhood in which to live. To this have
been added important infrastructure improve-
ments including a magnet school (Buena Vista), 
a neighborhood supermarket, a new Farmer's
Market and the state's Bicentennial Mall.
As you walk through the neighborhood notice 
the gold-colored tree name signs on many trees.
Germantown has been designated as an Inner 
City Arboretum. The neighborhood contains 

over 135 varieties of trees and major shrubs, 
including several Davidson County 

“champion” trees.
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